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comprised representatives from each geographic 
district. Henry Smith, the leader of the more radical 
group favoring immediate independence, was elected 
governor by a 30–22 vote, beating out Stephen F. 
Austin, who clung to a more moderate course. Perhaps 
Texans should have worried more about their choice. 
Smith had been married to—and quickly widowed 
by—two sisters in succession, only to marry a third 
sister, the twin of his second wife. Smith’s political 
relationships died even more quickly than his 
romantic relationships. Smith resisted compromise 
and suspended the General Council. Meanwhile, the 
council impeached him after less than four months in 
office. The effect of all this was a government paralyzed.

The revolution was further hamstrung when the 
council created a regular army under the command of 
Sam Houston without formally bringing the volunteers 
already in the field under Houston’s command. The 
volunteers were notorious for their autonomy and lack 
of discipline, as Austin would find out on November 
23 when he ordered them to attack Mexican troops in 
Bexar, only to have his order refused.

Voters on February 1, 1836, elected representatives 
to serve as delegates to a new convention that began 

deliberations on March 1. Shunning most of the more cautious men who had served in 
the earlier Consultation and in the General Council, Texans chose younger men, many 
of whom were newcomers—nearly half of the fifty-nine delegates had lived in Texas 
fewer than two years. They met in the town of Washington (on the Brazos River) in part 
because local business owners provided a building without charge. There the delegates 
adopted, without debate, a declaration of independence drafted by George C. Childress, 
who had been in Texas for fewer than eight months. The convention continued meeting 
until it completed the Constitution of the Republic of Texas on March 17. The constitution 
protected slavery and permitted a freed slave to live in Texas only with the permission of the 
Texas Legislature. A government ad interim, made up of the members of the constitutional 
convention, was empowered to run the affairs of the state. One of the first orders of 
business was the election of David G. Burnet as Texas’s first president. For vice president, 
the convention selected Lorenzo de Zavala, who had served as Mexican minister to Paris 
under Santa Anna but left his post when Santa Anna claimed dictatorial powers in 1835.

While united by their struggle against the Mexican government, the revolutionary 
leaders of Texas often fought among themselves even after independence was won. After 
Houston’s ankle was shattered in the Battle of San Jacinto on April 21, 1836, President 
Burnet denied the victorious general permission to leave for New Orleans to seek 
medical treatment. Burnet eventually relented when the captain of the boat Houston 
was set to embark on refused to take anyone at all if he was not allowed to take Houston.
The Republic of Texas

On September 5, 1836, Sam Houston was elected president of the Republic of Texas by 
a landslide, receiving 5,119 votes compared to 743 for Henry Smith and only 586 for 

An 1836 flyer offers free transportation and land to new settlers in 
hopes of reinforcing the Anglo presence in Texas.
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